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AREA 1:
READING & RESPONDING:
IN THE LAKE OF THE WOODS

Chapter 1
GENRE

In the Lake of the Woods is a postmodern novel, characteri
begins as a mystery surrounding the disappearance of Kathy
loss. The investigation is presented in an illusory we i
the Lake of the Woods is not a traditional myste
hypotheses. The unnamed narrator takes the rol

ement of non-fiction recreates the My Lai
massacre and is supported by testimonies a g, documented in The Court-Martial of Lt.
Calley. The text raises moral concerns about
relate to American politics a
context of an American presi [ 0 present themes about ambition and power.
Another non-fiction element is t

psychiatrists, political writers and
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Chapter 2
STRUCTURE

In the Lake of the Woods is not presented in chronological order. This delineation of the plot leaves the
reader to work out the order of events through the flashbacks and flash forwards. The thirty-one chapters
of the text describe key events and influences in John Wade’s life and provide “evidence” and hypotheses
about the disappearance of Kathy. A range of points of view are incorporatgeand serve to heighten the
ambiguity of the investigation.

and support the ambiguous ending. However, the repetition i i t points of sdew serves
to provide greater clarity. The structure of In the Lake of the i i i ing the
references to the My Lai massacre and the night befg i . position of
these references to factual, historical quotes is deli ]
novel.
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